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The point is this, are you going to take advantage of the Government's
embarrassment at the present moment to revive your passive resistance and
strike movement?
Mr. Gandhi looked very thoughtful; he paused a moment and then said:
That has never been our policy.
Gome, come, plain speaking. Never mind your policy in the past; what
are you going to do now?
For myself I will be no party to embarrassing the Government
at a time like this, we .shall follow the policy that we adopted during
the Rand miners' strike in July.1 At that time we suspended all
operations, and we shall do this again, if necessary. I am most
anxious that there should be no confusion of issues between our
case and the case of the Railwaymen; such confusion might occur
if we revived passive resistance at this moment. In any case I
mean to take no unfair advantage of the Government ....
I am hopeful that the negotiations now proceeding and the
representations of our European friends in South Africa may success-
fully avert any need for further passive resistance, but whatever
happens (this very emphatically) whether the Minister's reply to
us be favourable or unfavourable, we shall not resume operations until
this Railway matter is settled; for that you have my personal assurance.
Pretoria News, 9-1-1914
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I have heard that some Indians enter into a second indenture
on the expiry of the first. Probably all friends know that there is
no need whatever to renew indenture. Once the £3 tax is removed,
there will be no need for accepting a second term of indenture.
While, therefore, the present struggle is in progress, [no one] should
renew indenture and accept slavery by doing so* I hope every
educated man will consider it his duty to give this information to
those who do not get or cannot read this paper.
mohandas karamchand gandhi
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 14-1-1914
1	Vide "Riot in Johannesburg", pp. 132-5.
2	A Hindi translation of this also appeared in £a&8& Opvdm, 14-1-1914.

